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Abstract 

This study aims to explore the diverse range of geographic perspectives on Earth 

from an Islamic perspective. A comprehensive view of the Earth's physical 

characteristics, human societies, and the complex relationships between them is 

included in the Islamic perspective on geography. The study examines how the 

Islamic worldview influences ideas of place, space, and the interdependence of the 

natural and human environments by drawing on historical accounts, Islamic 

teachings, and current scholarly work. A thorough analysis of Islamic literature, 

such as the Quran and Hadith, as well as academic publications by theologians, 

historians, and geographers, is part of the research technique. The findings 

demonstrated significant alignment in several aspects, such as the diversity of 

landscapes, the water cycle, and the stabilizing role of mountains. This alignment 

indicates that Islamic perspectives underscore a moral duty toward environmental 

stewardship, which aligns with current sustainability practices and acknowledges 

the interconnectedness of Earth's systems. For academics, decision-makers, and 

professionals interested in the relationship between religion, geography, and 

environmental sustainability, the research's conclusions are important. 
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The intersection of geography and religion reveals distinct perspectives that shape how people 

and societies interact with the environment, influencing human perception and behavior. An 

Islamic viewpoint offers a meaningful framework for comprehending the world’s 

geographical dimensions through principles rooted in both spiritual and practical guidance 

(Nasr, 1997; Foltz et al., 2003). Islam, as a comprehensive way of life, encompasses not only 

spiritual teachings but also ethical guidelines on resource use and environmental stewardship 

(Saniotis, 2012). 

The Quran, Islam's holy text, and the Hadith, the recorded words and actions of the Prophet 

Muhammad (peace be upon him), provide an integrated approach to life that includes 

principles of environmental management (Izzi Dien, 2000). Additionally, the extensive body 

of Islamic scholarship offers insights into how Muslims perceive and interact with the world’s 

physical landscapes, promoting a balance between human needs and ecological well-being 

(Berkes, 2012). As global communities face pressing environmental crises and geopolitical 

shifts, exploring geographical perspectives rooted in Islamic principles gains new 

significance. Islamic viewpoints influence ethical resource management, sustainable 

practices, and responses to present-day environmental challenges (Foltz et al., 2003; Nasr, 

1997). Recognizing the diversity within the Islamic world, Al-Hassani, Woodcock, and Saoud 

(2006) appreciated how various cultures and historical contexts across Muslim-majority 

regions have enriched Islamic geographic thought, creating a multifaceted understanding of 

the Earth's terrain and resources.  

This layered knowledge base supports a nuanced narrative that intertwines classical Islamic 

teachings with modern geographic and environmental scholarship. For centuries, the 

relationship between spiritual teachings and knowledge of the Earth has captivated scholars 

across cultures, but early Muslim contributions to geography are particularly significant. 

Islamic scriptures, especially the Quran, make frequent references to the Earth’s physical 

landscapes, natural phenomena, and spatial dynamics, offering insights into early Islamic 

views on nature and ecology (Izzi Dien, 2000). Early Islamic writings provided deep insights 

into nature and spatial awareness, with scholars like Al-Biruni and Ibn Khaldun making 

foundational contributions to geographic knowledge grounded in Islamic philosophy (Nasr, 

1997). Al-Biruni's works on geodesy and geography, as well as Ibn Khaldun's perspectives on 

human-environment interactions, laid the groundwork for interpreting spatial dynamics within 

a historical Islamic framework (Al-Hassani et al., 2006; Gutas, 2012). 

Research on geography from an Islamic perspective remains limited, despite growing interest 

in the interplay between religion and science. While numerous scholars have examined 

aspects of Islamic cosmology and scientific contributions, few have systematically analyzed 

Quranic references to Earth’s physical features—such as mountains, rivers, seas, and 
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landforms—in comparison to contemporary geographical concepts (Foltz et al., 2003; Izzi 

Dien, 2000). A significant gap exists in developing a comprehensive framework that links 

Islamic geographic insights with modern geographical theories. This study aims to bridge the 

gap between the Quranic representations of the environment and modern geographical 

understanding, exploring how these perspectives might contribute to contemporary 

discussions on sustainability and environmental ethics. While the Quranic view is often 

studied through a theological lens, examining it in a geographical context can uncover 

potential strategies for aligning Islamic principles with scientific insights on sustainable 

development. In addition to advancing scholarly research, this study aims to offer useful 

perspectives for environmental stewardship, sustainable development, and a more inclusive 

view of our globe. 

 

2. METHODOLOGY 

Islamic perspectives on geography, landscape, and spatial dynamics are thoroughly examined 

in Islamic texts, historical geographical works, and modern literature. A thorough 

examination of important verses in Islamic texts that deal with geographic and spatial issues 

is conducted. Examine the ways in which these writings define and interpret the relationship 

between people and the environment. To comprehend the development of Islamic 

perspectives on the Earth's surface, historical Islamic geographical works are examined. 

Examined are the contributions made by early Islamic scholars to geography and spatial 

awareness. 

Specific regions with a significant Muslim population are used for in-depth case studies 

utilizing secondary data as part of the qualitative approach. The impact of Islamic beliefs on 

land use and spatial dynamics is taken into consideration while analyzing the cultural, 

spiritual, and environmental elements of the landscape in these areas. Mainstream 

geographical theories and practices are compared with Islamic perspectives on geography. 

Potential directions for synthesis as well as areas of agreement and disagreement are noted. 

The methodology comprises the following components: 

2.1 Islamic Geography: A Historical Overview 

It seeks to provide a thorough grasp of the historical development of Islamic views on the 

Earth's geography and spatial dynamics. It might discuss important eras, such as the Islamic 

Golden Age, when researchers significantly improved geographic knowledge, navigation, and 

cartography. It might display the contributions of important people to the mapping and 

comprehension of the Earth's physical properties, such as Ibn Battuta, Al-Idrisi, and Al-

Biruni. Establishing the historical context for the comprehensive investigation into Islamic 

viewpoints on geography is the goal of this component.  
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2.2 Islamic Views on the Earth’s Landscape 

This component examines how Islamic teachings—which are mostly found in the Quran—

influence how people view the environment and highlight how all living things are related to 

the planet. It aims to explain the Islamic teachings on sustainability, environmental 

management, and the peaceful coexistence of all living things. Concepts like fitrah, which 

refers to the natural disposition of creation in accordance with Islamic theology, and its 

relationship to the idea of maintaining balance and order in the environment could also be 

covered in the investigation of Islamic perspectives on the Earth's landscape.  

2.3 Spatial Dynamics in Islamic Thought 

This component looks at how Islamic theology and philosophy affect how people view and 

understand space and its dynamics. It examines how Islamic philosophy has influenced how 

space is developed, both physically and metaphysically.  

2.4 The Role of Islamic Architecture and Urban Planning 

This component examines the distinctive features of Islamic planning and architecture, 

emphasizing how they represent a healthy combination of the natural world, human society, 

and religion.  

2.5 Case Studies: Applying Islamic Geography Today  

It is a component that offers specific, real-world examples of how Islamic geographical 

principles are being applied in contemporary contexts. This segment aims to provide concrete 

instances where Islamic perspectives on Earth's landscape and spatial dynamics influence 

modern geographic practices. 

2.6 Wadi Hanifah Restoration Project, Saudi Arabia 

The Wadi Hanifah Restoration Project in Saudi Arabia exemplifies the application of Islamic 

geography principles in environmental conservation. Wadi Hanifah, an ancient valley, 

underwent extensive degradation due to urbanization and industrialization. In response, the 

Saudi government initiated a restoration project that aligns with Islamic teachings on 

preserving natural resources. The project includes efforts to revive the ecosystem, manage 

water resources sustainably, and create recreational spaces for the community (Al-Faraj, F., 

2012).  

2.7 Aga Khan Development Network (AKDN) Initiatives in Central Asia 

The Aga Khan Development Network (AKDN) has implemented various initiatives across 

Central Asia that integrate Islamic geographic principles. These projects focus on sustainable 

development, cultural preservation, and poverty alleviation. For instance, the Aga Khan Trust 

for Culture has been involved in rehabilitating historic sites in Samarkand, Uzbekistan, using 

Islamic architectural principles to ensure cultural continuity and environmental harmony 

(Thorne, J., 2015).  
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2.8 Eco-Mosque in Malaysia: The Masjid Albukhary Case 

In Malaysia, the development of eco-mosques exemplifies the integration of Islamic 

geography into contemporary architecture. Masjid Albukhary, for instance, incorporates 

sustainable features such as rainwater harvesting, energy-efficient lighting, and green spaces. 

This study illustrated how Islamic principles of environmental stewardship and balance are 

being applied to religious structures, promoting sustainability and setting an example for 

future mosque constructions (Yusof, Y. M., Ismail, N. I., & Sulaiman, A., 2019). These studies 

offer concrete examples of how Islamic geography is actively shaping contemporary 

initiatives, providing references for further exploration of the practical applications of Islamic 

principles in the field of geography today. 

2.9 Opportunities in Integration 

Holistic Geography Approach by combining Islamic viewpoints into geography, one may 

develop a more comprehensive approach to comprehending spatial processes and landscapes. 

This method expands the field of geographic research and enhances scholarly discourse 

through the integration of cultural, spiritual, and ethical aspects into geographical studies. 

2.10 Fostering Cross-Cultural Collaboration 

Embracing Islamic perspectives in geography opens the door to cross-cultural collaboration. 

Engaging with diverse viewpoints allows for a more inclusive and comprehensive 

understanding of landscapes, fostering global cooperation to address shared environmental 

challenges and contributing to the broader discourse on sustainability and geographic 

research. 

 

3. RESULTS 

3.1 Comparative Analysis of the Islamic Perspective on Earth’s Landscape and Spatial 

Dynamics 

3.1.1 Quranic Descriptions of Earth’s Features 

The physical geography of the Earth is mentioned many times in Islamic teachings including 

in the Quran. The building of mountains, the relationship between land and water, and the 

emergence of rivers, seas, and valleys are among the noteworthy accounts. Important poems 

shed light on the spatial dynamics of the Earth, which seem to correspond with some 

contemporary ideas of geography. 

3.1.2 Mountains and Stability 

According to Quranic texts, mountains act as stabilizing forces on the surface of the Earth, 

preventing the earth from shaking (Quran, 16:15). Modern geological research acknowledges 

that mountains, especially tectonic plate borders, are important for the structural stability of 
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the Earth, therefore this metaphorical representation of mountains as "pegs" or stabilizers has 

some validity. Modern geology recognizes that mountains have shaped Earth's surface 

through plate tectonics and orogenic processes, however, the Quranic narrative places more 

importance on the mountains' metaphysical and useful roles. 

3.1.3 Hydrological Cycle and Rain 

Islamic teachings emphasize the role of rain in sustaining life, with verses highlighting the 

water cycle’s importance (Quran, 30:48; 16:65). These references align with modern 

scientific understanding of the hydrological cycle, which includes the processes of 

evaporation, condensation, and precipitation. While the Quran does not describe these stages 

in the same detailed scientific language as modern climatology, the underlying concepts of 

water cycles, atmospheric moisture, and rainfall patterns correlate with scientific 

observations. 

3.2 Comparative Alignment with Modern Geography 

3.2.1 Land and Water Dynamics 

Islamic perspectives emphasize the need for balance and stewardship by portraying Earth's 

geography as a dynamic interplay between land and water. The Earth is described as a 

balanced entity in verses like (Quran 55:10–13), where the seas and rivers sustain all life. This 

is consistent with contemporary geographical theories that emphasize how landforms and 

water bodies are interrelated and affect ecosystems, climates, and human societies. The 

Quranic focus on water as a crucial resource for maintaining the earth's biodiversity and 

human progress is supported by geographic theories like drainage basin models and landscape 

ecology. 

3.2.2 Spatial Organization of the Earth 

By addressing the formation of separate areas and the diversity of landscapes, the Quran also 

makes references to the geographical structure of the Earth (Quran, 13:3). These descriptions 

imply an early understanding of the diversity of landscapes, although they are less specific in 

terms of physical geography. This idea of the Earth as a connected entity with various spatial 

features, such as deserts, fertile lands, mountains, and plains, is in line with contemporary 

geographical ideas, such as the study of environments and ecosystems. 

3.3 Contributions from Classical Islamic Scholars 

Classical Islamic philosophers like Ibn Khaldun and Al-Biruni contributed to the early 

development of geographical thought by further elaborating on the lessons found in the 

Quran. Al-Biruni's contributions to the measuring of the Earth's radius and his comprehension 

of its physical characteristics show how Islamic concepts were applied to early geographical 

research. A foundation for comprehending the spatial dynamics of human societies within the 

framework of geography is provided by Ibn Khaldun's ideas on human geography and the 
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interrelationship between environment and culture. The historical relevance of Islamic 

geography and its congruence with contemporary notions of spatial organization and 

environmental interaction are underscored by their contributions. 

3.4 Divergences in Interpretation and Scientific Detail 

There are still some gaps between Islamic ideas and present geographical theories, given the 

fact that they share many similarities. For instance, the precise scientific information included 

in modern geography literature is absent from the descriptions given in the Quran. Instead of 

emphasizing the mechanical processes that modern geography describes, the Quran's 

metaphorical language highlights the spiritual and practical relevance of Earth's aspects. 

Furthermore, the Quran's focus on divine creation and purpose offers a theological framework 

that is distinct from modern science's more secular and empirical methodology. 

 

4. DISCUSSION 

 

4.1 Convergence of Concepts in Stability and Environmental Sustainability 

Islamic teachings include early ideas of Earth's structure, as shown by the agreement between 

present geological theories and Quranic references to mountains as stabilizing factors. The 

Quran's metaphorical representation of mountains as "pegs" that support the Earth is 

consistent with the more expansive definition of stability provided by contemporary 

geological research. This resemblance suggests the possibility that early Islamic writings 

could offer fundamental concepts that stimulate more research into the stability and structural 

functioning of the planet, providing a distinctive viewpoint that frames mountains as 

intentional elements of the planet's architecture. Furthermore, the Quran’s emphasis on water 

and environmental balance underscores the interconnectedness of natural systems and human 

life. This aligns with the modern hydrological cycle, which highlights water’s essential role in 

ecosystem functioning and environmental health. By acknowledging water’s significance, 

Islamic teachings resonate with global environmental discourse on sustainability and 

stewardship. Islamic principles on environmental care, rooted in the concept of Khilafah 

(stewardship), underscore an ethical approach to sustainable development, highlighting 

opportunities for integrating these principles into geographic studies of sustainability. 

4.2 Diversity of Landforms and Ecosystems: A Holistic View 

The interdependence of various geographies and ecosystems is emphasized in Islamic 

viewpoints on the diversity and spatial layout of Earth. A comprehensive view of land and 

resource utilization is reflected in the Quran's depiction of Earth as a balanced organism, with 

cultural and social responsibilities to maintain this equilibrium. This perspective is in line 

with modern geographic theories that consider landscapes to be dependent systems. Islamic 
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teachings can enhance conversations on spatial dynamics and conservation by presenting 

landscapes as purposely diverse and interdependent. Because Islamic principles encourage a 

balanced approach to the use and preservation of natural resources, this viewpoint also creates 

opportunities for cross-cultural cooperation in geography. Modern geography studies should 

embrace a more inclusive perspective that honors many cultural values in resource 

management by including such ideas. 

4.3 Challenges in Integrating Islamic Perspectives into Secular Geography 

Understanding variety within Islamic perspectives is a major problem since different Islamic 

scholars, schools of thought, and cultural contexts may have different interpretations of the 

same teachings. Despite emphasizing environmental and ethical care, Islamic geography 

frequently uses symbolic and spiritual language rather than scientific terms to explain its 

ideas. Because of this, introducing Islamic viewpoints directly into normal geography 

studies—which mostly rely on empirical and secular methodologies—can be difficult. The 

problem of creating inclusive and universal spatial frameworks is striking a balance between 

secular research methodologies and faith-based perspectives. Additionally, opposition to 

incorporating Islamic geography completely into mainstream studies may arise from the 

secular-religious split in scholarly debate. Diverse worldviews can be respected, and an 

inclusive spatial vision can be facilitated by acknowledging these distinctions and 

encouraging multidisciplinary debate. 

4.4 Opportunities for Cross-Disciplinary Enrichment and Collaboration 

There are several benefits to incorporating Islamic viewpoints into geography, despite these 

obstacles. Culturally relevant environmental policies could be promoted by the Quran's 

emphasis on stewardship and holistic approach to environments, which could offer unique 

insights into sustainability frameworks. Additionally, acknowledging the rich history of 

geographic investigation within Islamic civilization—particularly that of classical academics 

like Al-Biruni and Ibn Khaldun—promotes cross-cultural intellectual enrichment. By 

fostering cooperation with other culturally significant viewpoints on environmental 

stewardship, this cross-disciplinary approach can help promote an inclusive, global dialogue 

on geography and sustainability. By embracing Islamic concepts in geography, one can 

improve current conceptions of space, the environment, and human responsibility while also 

engaging meaningfully with diverse cultural and ethical frameworks. 

 

5. CONCLUSION 

With an emphasis on the themes of environmental balance, spatial organization, and ethical 

stewardship of the Earth, the goal was to examine how Islamic teachings—particularly those 

found in the Quran—align with and deviate from modern geographical notions. This study 
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also aimed to find similarities and highlight possible contributions to a more inclusive 

understanding of geography by comparing Quranic passages, traditional Islamic literature, 

and contemporary geographic theories. The results show significant consistency in several 

areas, including the diversity of landscapes, the hydrological cycle, and the balancing function 

of mountains. These similarities imply that Islamic viewpoints emphasize a moral obligation 

to practice environmental stewardship, which is consistent with present sustainability 

methods, in addition to acknowledging Earth's interconnected systems. However, this study 

also points up issues that could make direct incorporation into secular spatial frameworks 

more difficult, most notably the theological language and interpretative diversity of Islamic 

texts. The study's implications suggest that introducing Islamic viewpoints into geography 

could promote a comprehensive approach that values both scientific rigor and cultural ethics, 

opening possibilities for cross-disciplinary enrichment. This alignment may encourage 

cooperative solutions to the world's environmental problems and culturally sensitive 

sustainability methods. The study's shortcomings include the difficulty of balancing 

theological viewpoints with empirical methodologies and the interpretative diversity of 

religious texts. To promote a global approach to comprehending and conserving Earth's 

landscapes, future studies should investigate workable frameworks for integrating various 

cultural viewpoints into geographic approaches. 
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